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divided by other strata of earth or of Rocks. In the water
even is seen Copper sand as it were ; and from it may be dipped
up with ladles grains as large as a nut, and other smaller ones
reduced to sand. This large Island is almost all surrounded
with Islets that are said to be formed of Copper; they are en-
countered in various places, as far as the mainland on the
North. One, among others, is only two gunshots distant from
Minong; it is between the middle of the Island and the end that
faces the Northeast. Again, on this Northeast side, far out in
the lake, there is another Island which, because of the copper
in which it abounds, is called Manitouminis [7. e., “Island of
the Spirit”] ; of this it is related that those who came here for-
merly, upon throwing stones at the ground, made it ring, just
as brass is wont to ring.

Going on to the end of the Lake, and coming back a day’s
journey along the South side, one sees at the water’s edge a Rock
of Copper weighing fully seven or eight hundred livres, so hard
that steel can scarcely cut it; yet, when it is heated, it may be
cut like lead.

Twenty or thirty leagues this side of that spot is situated
Chagaouamigong [Chequamegon] point, where we have estab-
lished the Mission of saint Esprit, of which we shall speak here-
after. Near that place are some Islands, on the shores of which
are often found Rocks of Copper, and even slabs of the same
material.

Last Spring, we bought from the Savages a slab of pure Cop-
per, two feet square, and weighing more than a hundred livres.
It is not thought, however, that the mines are found in the
Islands, but that all these Copper pebbles probably come from
Minong or from the other Islands which are the sources of it,
borne upon floating ice or rolled along in the depths of the
water by the very impetuous winds—particularly by the North-
east wind, which is extremely violent.

It is true that on the Mainland, at the place where the Outa-
ouaks raise Indian corn, half a league from the water’s edge,
the women have sometimes found pieces of Copper scattered
here and there, of the weight of ten, twenty, or thirty livres.
It is in digging up the sand to plant their corn that they make
these chance discoveries.



